could have left their company but remained a mute witness.
Even today. God-believers are being advised to avoid being
present in places where God or God-men are denigrated.
^Bheeshma stutF is very significant, where the warrior praised
Lord Krishna's mercy towards him inspite of his antogonism
shown in the war.

90. Righteous men win Laurels

There need be no room for despair when a person faces
misery as it is bound to be succeeded by happiness. But he
can treat both joy and sorrow alike by strict adherence to the
code of ethics laid down in scriptural texts. Broadly termed
T)harmam\ it provides the guidelines for every one to steer
through the current of life, unmindful of the hazards. The
rules of Dharmam have been worked out by sages after testing
validity over centuries and as such they are applicable for all
times, though in the matter of interpretation, there may be
variations. Those who follow the Dharmic rules will acquire
the strength to resist temptations, tackle problems, without
fear and develop the power to remain unconcerned over bou-
quets and brickbats. As one subjects himself to Dharmam
his mind becomes absolutely conditioned to realise that in
the cycle of life, he has to meet both good and bad. The
character of Yudhishtira in the epic of the Mahabharata
portrays this remarkable trait. While in forest for 12 years,
he learnt in close association with God-men, how to control
senses. He braved all hazards by his fortitude. When the
question of asserting for legitimate rights, aftes his exile
came up, he showed flexibility.

The story of Nala to point out how inspite of the vici-
ssitudes, he maintained equanimity by virtue of his respect
for the rules of righteousness. He was deprived of his king-
dom and had to work as a menial, but ultimately the inherent
strength of moral courage won back laurels.

91. Patient striving will fetch Divine bliss

One of the easiest means of securing salvation
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